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At Park Hall Infant Academy, we recognise the need for children to develop a neat fluent style so that they are able to communicate in writing fluently and clearly. This meets the school aims as it allows pupils to strive for excellence and take pride in the presentation of their work.

Aims of this document:
· To present clear guidelines for the teaching of handwriting at Park Hall Infant Academy.
· To ensure that teaching expectations are consistent throughout the Academy.
· To provide children with a fluent, neat and legible style of writing which they can be proud of.
· To ensure all children have success in developing their handwriting.
· To use handwriting as an aid to spelling success.
· To enable the children to derive pleasure from developing an aesthetically pleasing writing style.
Teaching and Learning

In the Foundation stage children will be involved in a variety of activities to develop their gross and fine motor control. 
By the end of Foundation stage children will be able to:

•
Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing

•
To hold pencil using tripod grip

•
To form lower case and capital letters correctly

•
To form digits 0 – 9.
Developing gross motor control through:

· The physical development curriculum to develop good posture and balance.
· Consolidating the language of movement through talk in P.E. sessions.
· Making large movements in the air with arms and hands.

· ‘Write Dance’ programme

Developing fine motor control through:

· Dough Disco daily.
· Colouring within lines.

· Finger painting.

· Kneading play dough.

· Pattern making with paints, wax crayons etc.

· Threading

· Success with Scissors

Through the above and other activities they will develop their recognition of pattern and a language to talk about movement and shapes.

The teaching of handwriting will be linked to the teaching of phonics using the letter rhymes from RWI. As children begin to write letters correctly lines can be provided to guide their writing.

Handwriting activities in KS1 are undertaken as whole class activities to:

There are regular timetabled slots for handwriting to ensure that children build up their handwriting skills every day. We make the physical process of writing – handwriting – enjoyable from the start, so children see themselves as ‘writers’. We use mnemonics – memory pictures – to help children visualise the letter or join before they write it down. Children need to practise handwriting under the guidance of a teacher so they do not develop habits that will be difficult to undo later. Please don’t ask children to copy letters or words. We need their attention to be focused on their own formation of letters and joins. There are three handwriting stages. The online ‘checklists’ for each letter are in the Handwriting files in Read Write Inc. Phonics Online. 

Year 1 

Stage 1a: Children practise correct letter formation within the letter families and the corresponding capital letters. 

Stage 1b: Children learn where to place the letters on the writing line.

Year 2 

Stage 2: Children learn a mature style of writing that will lead to joined- up writing and introduce formation family: six sisters, two uncles and their two pets.

Stage 3: Children learn the two basic joins: the arm join (diagonal) and the washing line join (horizontal) and the two variables for each join. 

Handwriting position 

Teach children that when you use the handwriting signal they automatically go into the perfect handwriting position: 

• feet flat on the floor 

• bottom at the back of the chair 

• body one fist from the table 

• shoulders down and relaxed 

• back leaning forward slightly 

• left/right hand holding the page 

• left/right hand ready in a tripod grip.

Left Handed Children

· Letter formation, sky-writing etc. will be modelled with both right and left hands by teachers. 

· Teachers will ensure that the child sits on the left of their partner to prevent their writing arms ‘clashing’. 
· Ensure that the writing paper is to the left of the child’s body mid line.

· A writing tool is used that moves smoothly across the paper.
· The paper is supported with the right hand.
· The writing tool is held sufficiently far from its point to ensure the child can see what he/she is writing.
· To avoid smudging their work: — left-handed children should be encouraged to position their fingers about 1.5cm away from the end of their writing implement — the pencil should sit in the ‘V’ between thumb and forefinger, sitting parallel to the thumb — the wrist should be straight. 
· Identifying children’s dominant writing hand in EYFS is important to ensure these children are given the same opportunities as their right-handed classmates. This includes providing the correct resources for them (left-handed scissors, pencil-grips etc.), accurately modelling letter formation and seating children appropriately in class. However, this monitoring must be ongoing as some children do not finally establish their dominant hand until they are 5. 

Readiness for Writing
Year 1 will continue to develop the skills learnt in the Foundation Stage through RWI and targeted interventions.

Those children who require further support will be offered: 

· resources such as sand trays, pencil grips, triangular pencils, weighted pencils and writing slopes
· pre-writing activities to develop gross and fine motor control.
Handwriting and Reading

· Children are exposed to a variety of print styles through their reading.

· Classroom displays and resources will be written using Nelson font.

Feedback
· During handwriting lessons, oral feedback and praise is given throughout as teachers monitor children’s progress. 

· Rewards may be housepoints, stickers, stamps, certificates or special pencils. 
Assessment

· Assessment will be continuous during lessons.

· Children will be encouraged to identify their own strengths and weaknesses. 
Redrafting

· Children may be asked to redraft specific letters, words or sentences for correction purposes.

· In Year 2, when editing work, children will use a black coloured pen.
Parental Involvement

· Parents will be involved through the child’s homework.
· Parents will have the opportunity to look at their children’s books in readiness for Parents Consultation Evening. Handwriting targets may be shared if appropriate. 
· They will be given guidance showing the correct letter formation and joins so they can support their child at home.
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