
 

RWI Expectations of Progress 

These are the expectations for the lowest 20% of children. Other children 

should be well in advance of this.  

All children should achieve these expectations, if they have followed the 

programme from Reception. 

 Reception children 
can: 

Year 1 children can: Year 2 children can: 

End of Autumn 1 
 
 
Expected number of sounds 

Read single-letter set 1 
sounds  
 
First 16 set 1 sounds 

Read purple storybooks. 
Read set 2 sounds. 
 
47 sounds (all set 1 and 
set 2 sounds) 

Read blue storybooks 
with increasing fluency 
and comprehension. 

End of Autumn 2 
 
 
 
Expected number of sounds 

Read all set 1 single-
letter sounds. 
Blend sounds into words 
orally. 
All 25 set 1 single-letter 
sounds 

Read pink storybooks. 
Read first 5 set 3 
sounds. 
 
52 sounds (first 5 set 3 
sounds) 

Read grey storybooks. 

End of Spring 1 
 
 
 
Expected number of sounds 

Blend sounds to read 
words. 
Read short ditty stories. 
 
25 sounds 

Read orange storybooks. 
Read 11 set 3 sounds. 
 
 
58 sounds (11 set 3 
sounds) 

Read grey storybooks 
with fluency and 
comprehension. 

End of Spring 2 
 
 
Expected number of sounds 

Read red storybooks. 
Read set 1 special 
friends. 
31 sounds (set 1 special 
friends) 

Read yellow storybooks. 
Read 17 set 3 sounds. 
 
64 sounds (17 set 3 
sounds) 

Access RWI 
comprehension 
programme. 

End of Summer 1 
 
 
 
Expected number of sounds 

Read green story books. 
Read 4 double 
consonants. 
35 sounds (4 double 
consonants) 

Read yellow storybooks. 
Read 22 set 3 sounds. 
 
69 sounds (22 set 3 
sounds) 

Access RWI 
comprehension 
programme. 

End of Summer 2 
 
 
 
Expected number of sounds 

Read green story books 
Read first 6 set 2 
sounds 
 
41 sounds (first 6 set 2 
sounds) 

Read blue storybooks. 
Read all set 3 sounds 
and additional 
graphemes.  
75 sounds (all set 3 
sounds plus the 
additional graphemes)  

Access RWI 
comprehension 
programme. 



 

 


